
Flags in Soho,
London W1

draft  supplementary planning guidance
Ve

rs
io

n:
 p

ub
lic

 c
on

su
lta

tio
n 

dr
af

t
D

at
e:

   
   

22
 J

ul
y 

20
05

St
at

us
:  

 A
pp

ro
ve

d 
fo

r c
on

su
lta

tio
n 

pu
rp

os
es



Flags in Soho Supplementary Planning Guidance
 Draft for Public Consultation

1

Document title:
  Flags in Soho, London W1

Version: Public Consultation Draft
Date: 22 July 2005
Status: Approved for consultation purposes
Produced by: Development Planning Services

Planning and City Development
City of Westminster
City Hall, 64 Victoria Street
London SW1E 6QP

Contact Jane Hamilton, Matthew Pendleton
email jhamilton@westminster.gov.uk;
mpendleton@westminster.gov.uk
� 020 7641 8019/ 5971   Fax: 020 7641 3158



Flags in Soho Supplementary Planning Guidance
 Draft for Public Consultation

2

Introduction

Signs and advertisements are important to commercial areas, being
both informative and sometimes adding interest and vitality to the
street scene. Where shops exist in residential areas the commercial
needs of businesses must be balanced with the amenity of residents,
the need to preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the
conservation area, and the maintenance of the architectural and
historic interest of listed buildings and their settings. There should be a
minimum of advertising on buildings to preserve the amenity of such
areas.

Flags are a traditional and colourful feature of the London scene, and
the flags flown on public buildings and foreign diplomatic premises
symbolise the role of Central London as the capital of the nation. In
recent years, however, commercial establishments have increasingly
used flags as a form of advertisement. They can have an adverse
impact on the appearance of buildings and the streetscape, by
obscuring the façade of buildings and contributing to visual clutter. The
City Council’s UDP policy DES 8 states that in streets throughout the
city, flags and banners will generally be unacceptable in principle.

Parts of the City such as Old/New Bond Street and Regent Street
have a tradition of flying flags and these are displayed in accordance
with adopted design criteria. In response to proposals for flags in parts
of Soho and within the context of an emerging action plan for Soho,
the City Council considers that along some streets within the area, flag
advertisements can add benefit to the appearance of buildings and to
an already busy street scene provided that care is taken with size,
design and siting.

In Old Compton Street, Brewer Street, and where Wardour Street links
the two, by virtue of the architectural scale and the special character
produced by the distinctive uses in these streets, carefully designed
flags are acceptable. However, all advertisements should relate
sensitively to the building to which they are fixed and to the character
and appearance of the area, and must comply with the City Council’s
adopted design criteria.

Flags flown from an elegant single flagpole mounted at fascia level are
suited to the intimate character and scale of Old Compton Street,
Brewer Street, and the Wardour Street link. However, they are only
appropriate on commercial buildings. If designed in accordance with
this guidance, flags should have the desired effect without being
detrimental to the building on which they are displayed or the
character of the surrounding area.
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FAQ’s

Q. What are the design criteria?
A. The criteria are as follows:

� The flag must not exceed 600mm x 900mm if hung from a single
horizontal flagpole no greater than 750mm long fixed at fascia level
of the shopfront.  (Option One – See Diag 1)
OR

� The flag must not exceed 600mm x 1200mm if hung from a single
flagpole at 45 degrees no greater than 1000mm long fixed at fascia
level of the shopfront. (Option Two – See Diag 1)
AND

� The flag must not be illuminated.
� Only one flag will be allowed per building, except where the

premises are on a street corner. In which case, there may be one
flag per façade.

� A flag or a projecting sign may not be displayed on the same shop
at the same time, except on larger premises such as pubs or shops
occupying at least three ground floor bays.

� A flag may only be displayed on buildings with commercial uses at
ground floor level.

Q. Which streets are covered by this guidance?
A. Map 1 shows where the display of flags will normally be considered
acceptable. 

Locations where flags flown in accordance the recommended Soho
Flags SPG design guidelines may be permitted, shown with a blue
line.

Buildings hatched pink are grade II listed, and those hatched blue are
grade II*

Map1

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s
Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
City of Westminster LA 100019597 2004
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Q. Is there anything else I need to know?
A. If the building is listed, an application for listed building consent will
be required in order to install the flagpole. Flags flown from angled
poles will normally require advertisement consent. More information
regarding advertisements can be found in the following supplementary
planning guidance; Advertisement Design Guidelines; Shopfronts
Blinds & Signs; and Conservation Areas. Copies can be obtained from
the City Council or by downloading them from our website
www.westminster.gov.uk

   Diag 1


