
OxfOrd CirCus 
StreetScape ImprovementS

Do you support the proposed diagonal pedestrian  
crossings?

 Support Do not support neutral

Do you support the proposed footway widening?

 Support Do not support neutral

In order to allow for the diagonal crossings, would you support 
the relocation of the current, underground public conveniences 
on the the north-side of the circus, to nearby locations such 
as old cavendish Street or Great titchfield Street?

 Support Do not support neutral

Do you support the proposed street improvements overall?

 Support Do not support neutral

please tick:

 Local resident  Business tourist/visitor

How do you use the junction?

 pedestrian cyclist taxi other

How often do you use this junction?

 Daily Weekly once a month rarely

Data protection act 1998: this information will only be used 
for the purpose of assessing local opinion on the oxford circus 
Diagonal crossings and Streetscape Improvements. i

please enter your name and address in the box provided.

name:

address:

postcode:

please use this space to record any comments or 
suggestions you may have concerning the proposals.

OxfOrd CirCus pedestrian imprOvements

 diagonal Crossings
 the orB action plan sets out a vision for the three retail streets and immediate surrounding areas, oxford Street, regent 

Street and Bond Street.  It has been developed in partnership by Westminster city council, transport for London and new 
West end company. 

 as part of this action plan Westminster city council, transport for London and new West end company supported by the 
crown estate are proposing diagonal pedestrian crossings and streetscape improvements for oxford circus, which will 
enhance the existing public realm by creating an attractive, inviting and safe environment for pedestrians.  the city council 
is seeking your views about this scheme as part of the consultation process.

pedestrian improvements
It is proposed that the pedestrian environment will be 
significantly improved and extended through the repositioning 
of kerb lines and the widening of footways by up to 63%, 
providing a less congested pedestrian environment.

the pedestrian crossings are being redesigned.  We will re-
move the stone balustrades and the crossings relocated to 
allow direct routes, both straight ahead and diagonal.  those 
waiting to cross will no longer block the footways.

an integral part of the proposals is the removal of street 
clutter and other obstructions to pedestrian movement, to 
create even more usable footway space, 69% in total.

Improvements are proposed to some of the adjacent side 
streets including Little argyll Street and princes Street.  these 
improvements are generally for the benefit of the pedestrians.

Bus improvements
to improve the allocation of road space at oxford circus 
the northbound nearside lane of regent Street approaching 
oxford circus will be formalised as a bus lane, as will the 
south bound nearside lane north of the junction.

these proposals also include the removal of a redundant bus 
stop on oxford Street West and the relocation of a bus stop 
from regent Street south of oxford circus to the north side.

proposed surface materials
the proposed works will include the resurfacing of the 
footways with high quality granite and York stone paving to tie 
into the pavement material used on each street.  the design 
includes improved paving of the regent Street approaches in 
York stone flagstones and the oxford Street approaches in 
granite flagstones.

On-street traffic restrictions
the vast majority of waiting and loading restrictions remain 
unchanged in the proposed scheme, though some on-street 
restrictions are to be amended.  these amendments include 
some changes to bus stops along regent Street on both the 
north and south side of oxford  circus, some relocation of on-
street parking bays in Little argyll Street, and the removal of 
the yellow box junction markings in the centre of the oxford 
circus junction.

public toilets
the existing underground toilets, north of oxford circus, 
may  be replaced to facilitate the widening of the main 
footways on the north side of regent Street. replacement 
facilities of an equivalent or increased capacity but fully 
accessible will be provided. two potential alternative sites 
under consideration are old cavendish Street and Great 
tichfield Street.

safety and security
It is proposed to improve street lighting levels to help 
improve public safety and further enhance the night-time 
environment at oxford circus.  the existing cctv cameras 
in this location should provide sufficient coverage of the 
proposed improvements.

programme
Works will be undertaken outside the peak summer and 
christmas periods to avoid disruption. It is anticipated that, 
subject to obtaining the necessary final approvals, the works 
will start in 2009 with an expected construction programme of 
six to nine months.  In accordance with the traffic management 
act 2004, the works will be coordinated with key stakeholders 
and utility companies to minimise disruption.

How can you help?
thank you for taking the time to read this leaflet about the 
proposed improvements. Your comments will be considered in 
helping to develop the scheme further. a pre-paid slip has been 
attached for your convenience. please detach once completed 
and return it by no later than monday 15th september 2008.

alternatively, please visit our exhibitions at:

the Hub,  10 Heddon street, W1B 4BY (at the southern 
end of regent Street) on the following dates:   

thursday  17th and friday 18th July 2008                        
10.00am until 4.00pm  
Wednesday  20th  august  2008                            
4.00pm until 8.00pm  
thursday 21st august 2008                                
10.00am until 4.00pm  
tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th september 2008         
10am until 4.00pm 

martin Low, director of transportation 
Westminster city council

this publication is printed on 9lives 80 paper. It is produced from 80% recovered fibre comprising. 10% packaging waste, 10% best white waste, 60% de-inked waste fibre and 20% virgin tcF (totally 
chlorine free) fibre sourced from sustainable forests. the supplier of 9Lives 80 is accredited with the ISo 14001 standard. the ink used in this publication is a vegetable based ink.
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OxfOrd CirCus pedestrian imprOvements

the improvements aim to enhance the convenience and safety for all 
visitors to oxford circus, and to provide a distinctive sense of place. 
vehicle traffic conditions at the junction particularly for buses will be 
maintained and enhanced where possible as part of the proposals.

the footways are to be widened by a combination of reducing the 
widths of central islands and alterations to kerb lines.  pedestrian 
overcrowding will also be eased by a combination of innovative diagonal 
pedestrian crossings, adjusted desire lines, removal of barriers and the 
removal of street clutter wherever practical to do so.

the hard landscaping will feature a concentric circular paving pattern 
to reflect the circus.  the existing London Underground station 
stairways and crossing points all lie within the concentric pattern 
shown on the plan opposite.

In terms of public realm, the design includes improved paving of the 
regent Street approaches in York stone flagstones and the oxford 
Street approaches in granite flagstones.  Level granite blocks are 
proposed for oxford circus and are also proposed for the central islands 
incorporating a continuation of the concentric circle arrangement.

enhancements to existing street lighting will further improve the 
environment and public safety in the immediate vicinity of oxford 
circus.

If you have any questions concerning these proposals please contact:
Farrah Hassan-Hardwick: project manager; or
craig raybould: project officer

Westminster City Council
West end team
11th Floor
city Hall
62 victoria Street
London
SW1e 6Qp
email: orbactionplan@westminster.gov.uk

proposed plan
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