CITY OF WESTMINSTER

COUNCIL MEETING – 23 JANUARY 2008

AGENDA ITEM 6 – QUESTIONS AND REPLIES
1.
COUNCILLOR PAUL DIMOLDENBERG TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
Will he join me in congratulating the All Stars Boxing Club in Queens Park Ward for producing five current national boxing champions and recently being awarded “Best Club in the Country”?
2.
COUNCILLOR SIR SIMON MILTON
I would be very happy to.  I am very well aware of the very good work that the All Stars Youth Club have done to provide facilities.  I attended a meeting in September of last year with the Deputy Chief Executive, Mr Barradell, to talk to the Club’s Management Board and Trustees about the Club’s future and how we could help them overcome some of the difficulties they were facing, not least with their landlord.

COUNCILLOR PAUL DIMOLDENBERG TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
Does he recall the Chairman of the All Stars Club writing to him for assistance in June 2003 and requesting a meeting to discuss how the Council could help the Club provide better facilities for young people in North Paddington and can he explain why he never agreed to the meeting requested by the All Stars five years ago and why their building is in such a poor state of repair five years later?

COUNCILLOR SIR SIMON MILTON
I get numerous letters after each funding round from organisations that don’t receive funding. I’m afraid I can’t agree to meet every single organisation, because there is a process by which organisations apply for and are granted or not granted funding.  I became aware of the difficulties of the All Stars Youth Club thanks to the work of Joanne Cash.  I have been contacted by the All Stars because they were fed up with the lack of support they were getting from their Ward Councillors, in particular Councillor Dimoldenberg.  As a result of the meeting that I had and the work that we are doing, I think it is very interesting that clearly the Councillor does not have good connections with the Club and does not know what is going on, because if he did he would know that they emailed us this week saying to David Kerrigan ”Dear David, We understand why we were not successful in our grant application for 2008/09. However we really appreciate the help and time given to us by the Council at present in order to progress forward.  As you are aware, and with everyone’s help, we are aiming to achieve in 2008 the Club Award which will give us access to other funding, thereby ensuring the club continues and expands. We would like to thank you for the time and effort you are all making in helping us, directing us on the right path in order to achieve our aim which is to be the best club in not only in the borough of Westminster but nationally.  Our aims are high”.  This was signed by the Chairman of the Management Committee.  We are having a very productive and I hope successful way of helping the Club.
2.
COUNCILLOR PAUL DIMOLDENBERG TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR

HEALTH AND ADULT SOCIAL SERVICES
Will he explain why the Council has refused, for the third successive year, a grant application from the All Stars Boxing Club in the Queen’s Park Ward for the relatively modest amount of £7,350 to help them further develop their sporting excellence?

COUNCILLOR IAN ADAMS
I welcome the question, not least because it enables me to put aside some of the naivety and ignorance expressed by the Member opposite in respect to the grant-giving process.  The Council sets aside some £7m each year for voluntary sector organisations.  This is not about money, but at the end of the day about the quality of the application. I’m afraid in this instance the said application was not good enough.
COUNCILLOR PAUL DIMOLDENBERG
Will he explain why the letters from the All Stars Chairman, from Mr Lever in April 2003 and letters from myself to Mr Rogers, letters from myself to previous Chief Executives and Directors, letters from the All Stars to the Council over the past 10 years have been ignored by his colleagues and his previous colleagues?  

COUNCILLOR IAN ADAMS
Let me just report that I am very satisfied with the way that we operate the grants process here in the City.  We ensure a level playing field for all applicants.  We are very actively engaged throughout the process in helping all applicants, regardless of which part of the City or sector they are from, or the communities they represent or if they are having a first stab at applying.  I’m afraid this particular application was not up to the mark, based on very open and well publicised criteria.

3.
COUNCILLOR NICHOLAS EVANS TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
If the allegation against the LDA and the Mayor’s office are proven, will he press for the full recovery of the monies improperly spent so the Council taxpayers of Westminster are not prejudiced?
COUNCILLOR SIR SIMON MILTON
The LDA is one of the Mayor’s bodies which ought to be scrutinised effectively by the London Assembly.  I think it’s clear that the LDA has been operating with a general lack of corporate governance procedures.  The proper body to deal with that, in my opinion, is the Audit Commission and having spoken to the Audit Commission, I understand that they are looking at the way the LDA operates.
COUNCILLOR NICHOLAS EVANS
I would be very grateful if the Leader could confirm, as far as he is able, that no Member or Officer has taken improper free trips to Nigeria?
COUNCILLOR SIR SIMON MILTON
I have to say to the best of my knowledge that is true.  As Leader of the Council I do receive occasional Officer reports to give permission for Officers to be abroad on Council business and for Members to do so when they require some expenditure of public funds.  I have had no such reports for Nigeria.  Were any Member to take any hospitality of that kind, the obligation is on them to declare it in the Register of Members Interests.
4.
COUNCILLOR STEVE SUMMERS TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSPORT
I think we are all aware of the importance of the West End on the economy of not just Westminster but also the UK as a whole, but I am sure he will agree the importance of small business, particularly in those wards that have high levels of deprivation.  So can he please assure us and tell us what the Council is doing to encourage such small businesses?

COUNCILLOR DANNY CHALKLEY
I think I ought to declare an interest as I am a paid up member of the Union of Small Businesses.  Westminster’s activity in this area is founded in the Economic Development Strategy which has recently been the subject of consultation will take us through to the next five years. It has a number of objectives, many of which, probably the majority of which, are specifically aimed at supporting smaller businesses outside of the West End.  If I can list a couple of examples, Westminster’s Small and Minority Business Council; the work we are doing with the existing BID companies; the work we are doing with emerging BIDS in the City, as in Victoria and Edgware Road.  It should also be remembered as it is often forgotten, of course, businesses and residents often have a great deal in common.  They are both very concerned in operating and living effectively in a safe and a clean environment and that is why investing in the environment is one of the priority actions in the Economic Development Strategy.
COUNCILLOR STEVE SUMMERS
Can he also set out what steps the Council are taking to ensure that as well as the benefits businesses get from the economic development work of the Council, the residents are also benefiting?

COUNCILLOR DANNY CHALKLEY
I am very happy to do that.  The importance of Economic Development in securing and promoting quality of life for our residents is already recognised in the One City Programme through the Enterprise strand.  The most obvious way, the most effective way in which we can ensure our residents benefit from economic development is through employment.  The generation of employment and the tackling of worklessness around and all over the city is one of the clear stated aims of the Economic Development Strategy. Members will be aware of the good work of Paddington First, supported by the Council for the last couple of years.  It has put more than 5,000 people from the poorer parts of the city into work with its sister company.  I fully expect that when the Leader comes to us in March to announce the third year priorities for One City that this will be mentioned.
5.
COUNCILLOR NICHOLAS YARKER TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR STREET ENVIRONMENT
Will he give me his perspective on how helpful and efficient Thames Water are being with regards to the planned refurbishment work in Pimlico?

COUNCILLOR ALAN BRADLEY
After a period of poor public relations and communications by Thames Water, things have got a lot better.  In particular a very skilful and extensive consultation has commenced in relation to the Victoria mains replacement work in the West End, but they have lamentedly failed in respect of Pimlico.  I discovered between Christmas and the New Year that an extensive scheme of mains replacement was starting on 7 January without reference to the Council and that no parking suspensions had been applied for.  I continue to raise issues at my regular meetings with Thames Water.  Water pressure continues to be a particular concern to residents as does parking suspensions in the area of Maida Vale.  The good news is that they are now ahead of their production target.
6.
COUNCILLOR ANGELA HOOPER TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSPORTATION
Local residents and businesses would like to hear what progress has been made with regard to the Edgware Road Action Plan since it started its life some 5 or 6 years ago now.
COUNCILLOR DANNY CHALKLEY
I am grateful for the question because it gives me the opportunity to bemoan the lack of progress by TfL, the principal partner of the Council in the Edgware Road Action Plan.  People will be aware that the Edgware Road is a TfL operated road. Despite the fact that they have been dragging their feet for a very long time, officers of the Council continue to encourage them to do so more quickly.  They have finally got themselves to the detailed design stage of the project and their policies and their aim is to bring those forward to Council for consultation within the next six months.  Notwithstanding the lack of progress by TfL, the Council has been keen to progress action on those issues which relate to the highways the Council operates.
COUNCILLOR ANGELA HOOPER
Thank you for that response, but I would be most grateful if you could let me know how much has been spent on the Action Plan to date, on all the work, the time, publications, consultations etc in which the City Council has invested, so 
that what the Council has already spent in such an important investment can be recognised?

COUNCILLOR DANNY CHALKLEY
In the interests of providing an accurate answer to the question, I hope Councillor Hooper won’t mind if I write to her on this issue?

7.
COUNCILLOR JUDITH WARNER TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
What is the Leader’s view of “community contracts” being piloted by the Community Secretary, Hazel Blears, which give people in their localities opportunities to negotiate written guarantees with their Councils on a wide range of services and with the possibility of a Council Tax rebate if there are persistent service failures?
COUNCILLOR SIR SIMON MILTON
It sounds like a rather bureaucratic reorganisation of the Local Government Ombudsman Service which is currently there to receive complaints about failure to deliver and indeed award compensation.  I have no problem with this in principle, with Councils being held to such standards provided they apply to other public services, not least the Government itself. So, for example, if you are somebody who has had their records, their computer file records, being one of the 25 million people who have had it lost because of Government incompetence you should get a rebate from the Inland Revenue.  If you are somebody who had a superbug in a hospital you should get a rebate from National Insurance.  This should be applied to all public services, not just local government.
8.
COUNCILLOR RUTH BUSH TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
There is some worthwhile work going on in respect of sustainable communities.  Will he commit himself as the Leader to developing a really much more radical and dynamic environment programme with a much higher profile?

COUNCILLOR SIR SIMON MILTON
We launched the content of Go Green at the Council a year ago.  A lot has been achieved in that year and if Councillor Bush can hold back her excitement for another few weeks I’m sure she will be hearing something more about that in the Leader’s Speech in March.
COUNCILLOR RUTH BUSH
Thank you, that is encouraging. Can you fit in your speech in March a commitment to initiate whatever is necessary to establish a planning requirement that all new builds incorporate some element of micro-generation?
COUNCILLOR SIR SIMON MILTON
I don’t favour specifying particular processes as requirements in planning.  I favour specifying requirements to review carbon emissions which can be achieved through a different range of technologies.  Rather than try and specify one particular technology, we should allow developers to respond to the overall requirements to be sustainable to review carbon emissions in the way that fits their particular development.
9.
COUNCILLOR DAVID BOOTHROYD TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSPORT
He will be aware of the deep joy at the news that we will get £¾ million to re-build the footbridge between Westbourne Green and Westbourne Park Villas through the Sustrans lottery bid.  Can he give an assurance that there won’t be any delays setting up a project board for planning the new bridge and in arranging core funding to build a new safe and accessible bridge?
COUNCILLOR DANNY CHALKLEY
I’m sure you won’t mind if I take the opportunity to thank all those people, not just within the Council, but outside that took the time to support the successful Sustrans bid.  The bid resulted in £50m being awarded to supporting a range of projects within Sustrans. I know there are Members who supported it directly and indirectly through their local networks.  I’m also grateful to them in using their community leadership functions for the benefits of residents and businesses too.  By way of an update I am very pleased to say that officers have today started the process and Sustran have already provided the Council with some guidance on the kind of project that they are seeking to support.  The Bridge itself is owned by Network Rail which provides a number of complications. As we know from the Bishop’s Bridge Road project, civil engineering projects such as this will be very complex. We also know that we have resources in house to deal and manage such a project.  It’s likely that the total cost of rebuilding the bridge is to be somewhere in the region of £20m.  The Sustrans money that has been allocated to that project is a proportion of that.  It should also be remembered that the money that has been allocated to that project is for the idea of a sustainable transport corridor not specifically for the re-building of the bridge, it’s really about the linkages to the bridge, to and from the bridge and the works on the canal.
COUNCILLOR DAVID BOOTHROYD 
Thank you for the answer.  Can he assure us that if it turns out that Westminster City Council and TfL funds are needed as well that they will be found? Westbourne Neighbourhood Forum is next month and Members of the Majority Party had a rough ride last year and some progress in this area may help this year.
COUNCILLOR DANNY CHALKLEY
I can’t give any such assurance that the Council will be in any position to allocate money to the project at this stage.  If it is capital funding then it would need to go through the usual processes.
10.
COUNCILLOR ANTONY DEVENISH TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR PLANNING
Can he give an update, accepting that the devil will be in the detail, for the extended powers given to the Mayor by this Government in relation to Planning?

COUNCILLOR ROBERT DAVIS
The Bill has now become an Act of Parliament and the powers are to be transferred later this Spring.  The devil as you say is in the detail.  The regulations are just being consulted upon now and we will in due course be making our representations.  When the Government started talking about the transfer they indicated that we would be talking about possibly just a handful of applications a year in Westminster.  What upsets and worries me is that a meeting called by GLA Planners just two days ago for a number of residences and Planning departments throughout London with others including Surveyors and planning experts at which a member of our staff was present, the senior officers at the GLA indicated that under the new powers they were going to get Westminster and have substantial powers to call in a lot of applications in Westminster.  They would have tall buildings everywhere.  My reaction to that is that I am quite happy Boris has responded.
11.
COUNCILLOR MARK PAGE TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSPORT
I did hear that the Cabinet Member is a member of the Union of Small Businesses.  He will know that on 4 February this year and onwards we have the introduction of the Low Emission Zone across London from Ken Livingstone.  My question is whether he is happy to be connected with a charge of up to £200 per day and in particular how it will affect small businesses operating in Westminster?

COUNCILLOR DANNY CHALKLEY
The Council has supported the concept of a Low Emissions Zone.  The reason for doing so was that it is intelligent to support sustainable transportation within the City; Much smarter than the now failing Congestion Charge.  To be absolutely fair the zoning is intended to capture those high polluting vehicles.  In Westminster many small businesses will not have to pay the charge because they are serviced by outsiders.  I suspect that the number of vehicles caught by the charge will be a very small number, not least because people will have cottoned on to the fact that Ken is coming after them with a very substantial charge.
12.
COUNCILLOR NICKIE AIKEN TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY PROTECTION AND LICENSING
CivicWatch and Safer Neighbourhoods Initiatives have made great strides in my own ward in dealing with anti-social behaviour caused by street drinking. I was wondering whether there was anything else the Council was planning on doing or introducing that would help the situation improve further?

COUNCILLOR AUDREY LEWIS
I’m happy to say we recently had a pilot scheme in Marylebone High Street around the Paddington Gardens area which sought to go further by getting all the off- licences to agree to a voluntary scheme not to sell high strength lager.  This is a measure which we can put on new licences if we could show cause.  It is a measure we could use to review off-licences if we found that they were not doing their job, but that would be quite an expensive and long drawn out process.  We had a good success in Marylebone High Street and it was very helpful.  We are proposing to do the same in Warwick. I am hoping that this is something that we can take further in order to stop this enormous abuse of drunkenness among people who are inhabiting our public realm.
13.
COUNCILLOR SUSIE BURBRIDGE TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
Would the Leader agree with me that not only has the Mayor for London failed London and Westminster residents miserably, but you can’t believe a word he says?
COUNCILLOR SIR SIMON MILTON
I always agree with my esteemed ward colleague.  We need Boris Johnson’s pledge to make Greater London a safe place for the Home Secretary to walk about at night.
COUNCILLOR SUSIE BURBRIDGE

Is the Leader aware that the average police officer strength in Europe is now 337 per 100,000 population.  In England we only have 241 police officers per 100,000 population.  Would the Leader agree that more police officers are needed?
COUNCILLOR SIR SIMON MILTON
I think that it’s something that the Home Secretary should answer.  We are always going to press for more police.  We have spent our own money in the Council in expanding the reach of the uniform services in Westminster. The only hope I can offer Councillor Burbridge is that we have a new Mayor after the election.

14.
COUNCILLOR GLENYS ROBERTS TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSPORTATION
What arrangements are being made for people wishing to park on the street for a short period who simply can’t fathom the cashless parking system, particularly those from out of town who want to shop?  This is causing damage to businesses both large and small.
COUNCILLOR DANNY CHALKLEY
I’m afraid that we are moving to cashless parking.  The decision has been taken.  In those areas where it has already been rolled out very successfully we have seen an increase in cash generated from this.  This is Council taxpayers money which would otherwise have been siphoned off by members of the Albanian mafia.  So, I’m afraid I can’t give the assurance that we are now going to reverse that step.  We have a Communications Plan that we will be rolling out in advance of the extension of the scheme to other parts of the City.
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