
 
 

PLEASE NOTE
The Unitary Development Plan (UDP) policies and planning, building control and other legislation and 
regulations referred to in the text of this guide were current at the time of publication. Because this 
guidance is an electronic version of the printed guidance as approved and adopted, these references have 
NOT been changed. For ease of contact; names, telephone numbers and locations have been regarded as 
non-material editorial changes and have been updated. 
  
As UDP policies and government legislation may have changed over time, before carrying out any work, it 
is recommended that you consult the current UDP 
http://www.westminster.gov.uk/planningandlicensing/udp/index.cfm for policy revisions and you may wish 
to check with planning and/or building control officers about your proposals.   
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A Procedural Guide to help anyone wishing to erect a Statue, 
Sculpture or Monument (Interim Publication) 
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1. Introduction 
The aim of this leaflet is to explain the City Council's procedure for dealing with proposals to install statues 
and monuments in Westminster and of the requirements of the Public Statues (Metropolis) Act 1854. 
 
It gives guidance on the timescale that you should allow for obtaining planning permission and other 
necessary consents.  It also explains that a proposal to erect any statue or monument will often raise 
complex issues and that the eventual cost may be significantly greater than that of commissioning the art 
work itself. 
 
The City Council is continuing to develop and refine its public art strategy.  For this reason this leaflet has 
been published as interim guidance. 
 
The City Council is keen to encourage examples of high quality and appropriately sited public art but is 
also concerned to ensure the townscape does not become cluttered with objects that have no real 
relationship with the city.  The City Council's Public Art Advisory Panel meets on a regular basis and will 
advise on the suitability of your proposal. 
 
Whilst much of the advice in this leaflet is also applicable to proposals for sculpture and other items of 
public art, it is specifically related to statues and monuments.  You can obtain further information on the 
wider topic of public art from the Department of Planning and City Development (contacts are listed at the 
end of this leaflet) and from the separate publication entitled 'Public Art in Westminster'. 

 
 

2. Background 
There are over 300 statues and monuments located on the public highways and in the parks and gardens 
of Westminster which are in the care of either the City Council or the Department of Culture, Media and 
Sports.  Some 50% of these structures are 'listed' in recognition of their special architectural or historic 
interest and most are within conservation areas.  These structures make a significant contribution to the 
architectural and cultural heritage of Westminster. 
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Each year, the City Council receives many enquiries from people seeking to commemorate individuals, 
groups, organisations and historical events in Westminster.  Regrettably, it is not possible to accommodate 
all of these requests.  Suitable sites are limited and the requirements of individual proposals have to be 
carefully considered with the characteristics of potential locations. 

 

 
 
 

3. Planning Permission and other consents 
Planning permission will normally be required to erect any statue or monument.  In addition, any proposal 
to erect a statue in a public place within the Metropolitan Police District of London must have the approval 
of the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport under the Public Statues (Metropolis) Act 1854. 
 
If the proposal involves any work to a listed building that would affect the building's character as a building 
of special architectural or historic interest, then listed building consent will also be required. 
 
In some cases, consent or clearance under other legislation may also be necessary, e.g. the Planning 
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, the Highways Act 1980, the Public Health Acts 
Amendment Act 1890, the New Roads and Street Works Act 1991, the London Squares Preservation 
Act 1931. 
 
The permission of the Crown Estate and the Crown Estate Paving Commissioners will also be required if 
the proposed site is on land managed or maintained by either of these bodies. 

 
 

4. Policy 
Proposals for statues and monuments are considered in the context of the City of Westminster Unitary 
Development Plan Modifications as placed on deposit July 1995 and January 1996, with particular 
reference to policy DES 17 'Public Art'.  Further guidance is given in the leaflet 'Public Art in Westminster'. 
 
The City Council prefers statues and monuments to have a historical link with the proposed location.  Your 
design will have to be recognised as being of a high standard and quality and the City Council will want to 
ensure that the form and setting of the art work will enhance the character and appearance of 
Westminster. 
 
Often, discussion will reveal that the proposed subject would be more appropriately commemorated in 
another part of London.  In these cases, you will be encouraged to consider other possible sites. 
 

c:\documents and settings\chris\my documents\webspgs\statuesweb.doc\0 
19/11/2004 

 



 
 
 

5. Landscaping, Maintenance and Ownership 
Usually, the proposed site will be in a public place.  In these cases, the City Council will want to ensure 
that you can fund the entire project costs and that you will make provision for the art work and any 
associated landscaping to be maintained in perpetuity and to the specification agreed by the City Council. 
 
The costs of landscaping can be high, particularly in the cases where alterations to the highway are 
required.  A budget cost for this element of the project can be prepared for you by the City Council for a 
relatively small fee.  Any works to the highway will be carried out by the City Council contractors. 

 
You will normally be asked to enter into a legal agreement with the City Council regarding these 

landscaping works. 
 
If you wish to donate the art work to the City Council you will be asked to provide a lump sum payment to 
cover the maintenance costs into perpetuity.  The value of the lump sum will vary depending on the size 
and materials of the monument.  At 1997 prices, the minimum cost for a simple bronze life size figure 
would be in the region of £10,000.  Any additional features like floodlighting or water systems would 
substantially increase this sum.  You will need to confirm your commitment to meet these costs at the time 
you apply for planning permission. 
 
Under exceptional circumstances, the Department of Culture, Media and Sport may take statues into care 
once erected in a public place and maintain them in perpetuity.  In these cases you will be asked to deposit 
a sum of money with the Department for this purpose. 

 
 

6. Timescale and procedure to be followed prior to applying for planning permission and other 
consents from the City Council 
Agreement to a particular project, finding an appropriate site, developing an acceptable design and 
securing the necessary finance can involve complex and lengthy negotiations, consultation and fund 
raising.  It is important, therefore, that you allow a realistic timescale for the project. 
 
Experience has shown that you should normally allow a minimum period of a year to develop an idea to a 
stage at which it is appropriate to apply for planning permission. 

 
You should always contact the Environment and Planning Department of the City Council for advice at an 
early stage and certainly before commissioning an artist or sculptor to work up a particular concept for any 
site.  In cases where the art work is proposed to be on a building you should also speak to the District 
Surveyor. 
 
If your proposal is to erect a statue in a public space, you should contact the Department of Culture, Media 
and Sport so that the Department is aware of your proposal at an early stage.  In all cases, you should also 
make early contact with the Royal Fine Art Commission and English Heritage.  The Royal Fine Art 
Commission has issued a circular on the design and siting of public statues and monuments which can 
usefully be read alongside this guide. 
 
After initial discussions with all interested parties, the principle of your proposal will be considered by the 
City Council's Public Art Advisory Panel.  Officers will then advise you on the appropriate way forward, 
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then when you submit your proposal for planning permission, the necessary permissions and consents will 
be able to be dealt with promptly and effectively. 

 
 

7. Applying for planning permission and other consents from the City Council 
Once the principle and form of art work have been established, your formal application(s) for permission 
can be made.  These should be supported by: 
 
1. Application form(s) and fee. 
 
2. Location plan (1:1250). 
 
3. Scaled site plan (min 1:200) showing the proposal in relation to adjacent buildings, kerb lines and street 
furniture. 
 
4. Scaled elevations and sections of the art work and, if applicable, its base or plinth (min 1:50). 
 
5. Photographic montages showing the proposal in its context. 
 
6. Maquette. 
 
7. Written statement giving details of historical or other particular connection between the site and the 

subject. 
 
8. Schedule of the proposed works and materials and written explanation of why the concept has been 
realised in the particular form proposed. 
 
9. Details of any inscription. 

 
10. Details of any associated landscaping costs including works to the highway and confirmation that you 

will meet these costs. 
 

11. A statement setting out the proposed arrangements for maintenance of the art work and associated 
landscaping in perpetuity.  This statement should make it clear if, when erected, you wish the City Council 
or, in the case of a statue in a public place, the Department of Culture, Media and Sport to take the art 
work into care and if so that you will be willing to deposit a sum of money for this purpose. 

 
12. Confirmation that, if applicable, you will be willing to enter into a legal agreement with the City Council 
in respect of landscaping, works to the highway and maintenance. 

 
Once all the above information is received your proposal will be referred again to the City Council's Public 
Art Advisory Panel and the Royal Fine Art Commission.  If the proposal would involve work to a listed 
building or affect the setting of a listed building or if the site is in a conservation area, then English Heritage 
will also be consulted.  The application will be advertised on site and in the press.  It will also be subjected 
to consultation with other interested parties.  These other parties will include neighbours, national or local 
amenity societies and other consultees as appropriate. 
 
Further discussions and refinement of your proposal may be necessary in the light of these consultations 
and in the majority of cases to settle the heads of a legal agreement.  It is not always appropriate to settle 
heads of terms prior to committee consideration of the application, but you should broadly understand what 
is required. 
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8. The Public Statues (Metropolis) Act 1854 
After the granting of planning permission and any permissions and consents that may be required under 
other legislation from the City Council, it will remain for you, in the case of a proposal to erect a statue in a 
public place, to apply to the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport for permission under the 
Public Statues (Metropolis) Act 1854. 

 
 

9. Who to contact at the City Council 
 

If you have any more detailed questions or would like further advice, your first point of contact at 
the City Council should be the Design and Conservation Officers in the relevant Area Team of 
Development Planning Services. They will, for instance, provide advice on whether a proposal requires 
planning permission and/or other consents under the planning acts or London Squares Preservation Act. 

 
 

CLICK HERE FOR LINK TO 
WESTMINSTER CITY COUNCIL 

CONTACTS LIST 
 

 
 

 
 
 

10. Other important contacts 
 

The Department of Culture, Media and Sport 
2-4 Cockspur Street,  
London SW1Y 5DH 
 
Tel: (020) 7211 6200 
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English Heritage 
London Region 
23 Savile Row 
London W1X 1AB 
 
Tel: (020) 7973 3000  
 
 
The Crown Estate 
16 Carlton House Terrace,  
London SW1Y 5AH 
 
Tel: (020) 7210 4377 
 
 
Crown Estate Paving Commission 
The Lodge, Park Square West,  
Regents Park,  
London NW1 4LJ 
 
Tel: (020) 7935 8049 
 

 
 

Department of Planning and City Development, Development Planning Services, March 1998 
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